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to impose certain restrictions on the registered members
of a criminal tribe. Thus under Section 10 of the Act such
persons can be required to report their movements, while under
Section 11 they may be restricted to a specified area or may be
committed to a .criminal tribes settlement. Some of these res-
trictions are of a vexatious character. To mention but one
example, the registered members of a criminal tribe are at
times asked to report themselves at the police station or to some
village officer at 11 P.M. and 3 A.M. every night. But the res-
trictions under these sections are imposed only on refractory
criminal tribes or on refractory members thereof. In the United
Provinces out of a total population of nearly 15 lakhs of criminal
tribes only 25,774 persons are liable under Section 10 and
14,898 under Section 11.

While the Act provides for drastic punishment of members
of criminal tribes for committing theft or offences referred to in
Schedule 1 of the Act, in actual practice a punishment much
less than the maximum is generally awarded. -It is only in the
case of the recidivists that the maximum punishment is usually
awarded. In regard to matters arising out of the administration
of the Act, the District Magistrate is the final authority. Although
the District Magistrate possesses unlimited powers, the Act
appears to have been administered with discretion and discri-
mination.1

^ But the administrative'action taken so far to rid society of
the menace of crime is more of a negative than a positive
character. No attempt appears to have been made so far to
analyse the causes of crime amongst these people. In branding
whole groups as criminals (including those with a clean record)
the authorities show lack of appreciation of the fundamental
principle of modern criminology/ viz. individualization. The
problem of crime amongst these people requires investigation
on scientific lines by persons conversant with the principles of

1  See report of the Criminal Tribes Enquiry Committee appointed by
the U. P. Government in 1938.

2 In the U.P. the Congress Government laid down the rule that no tribe
should be regarded as criminal and only individuals convicted of serious
offences should be registered. In other provinces the position remains un-
changed.